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Methodology

• General methodology , proposed by the LP in August 
2006 and adopted at the 1st Workshop

• Detailed methodology , proposed by the PP10 and 
approved at the 4th Workshop

• National contributions of all Project Partners
• Territorial Agenda of the European Union: Towards a 

More Competitive and Sustainable Europe of Diverse 
Regions , agreed at the Informal Ministerial Meeting on 
Urban and Territorial Cohesion in Leipzig on May 24th

and 25th, 2007
• Various EU agreements, strategies and projects in 

the field of transport and technical infrastructure
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Type of Data

• Text
• Tables
• Graphs
• Maps
• GIS
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Data Sources

• International agreements and strategies
• National legislation
• National and regional strategies, policies, 

programmes and spatial plans
• EU and national statistics
• Web sources
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Basic Structure of the GSTTI

Transport
• Road network
• Railway Network
• Waterways and Ports
• Air Transport
• Multimodal 

Transportation 
System and Terminals

Technical Infrastructure
• Electric Energy Network and 

Installations
• Gas and Oil Supply and 

Distribution
• Telecommunication Network
• Water Protection and 

Management
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Detailed Structure of the GSTTI

• Basic information for each topic and 
subtopic

• National contributions / overview by 
country

• Common map for all the partner countries
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General Conclusions

• A great variety of situations: different 
geographical and development conditions 
influencing different accessibility and 
quality of the networks and installations; 
different national classifications

• Common features: centre-periphery 
pattern; underestimated potential of the 
Danube corridor; improvement 
programmes 
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Transport

• Importance of the DONAUREGIONEN 
area in a wider international context: 

� 5 Pan-European Transport Corridors (IV, V, VII, IX 
and X)

� 7 projects within 30 TEN-T priority axes and 
projects (6, 7, 17, 18, 22, 23 and 25)

� participation of the DONAUREGIONEN countries in 
UNECE agreements (AGR, AGC, AGN and AGTC)
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Road Network

• 5 E-roads traversing the area (E 60, E70, E 65, 
E75 and E 85)

• The highest density and the best quality of the 
road network being in the Slovak Republic and 
Hungary 

• High share of non-paved roads in rural and 
remote areas

• Lack of bridges over the Danube
• Unsatisfying level of road connections between 

Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania
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Railway Network

• 4 E- railroads traversing the area (E 50, E70, E 
85 and E 95)

• The railroad has lost importance comparing to 
some previous times 

• No high-speed railroads, the existent 
infrastructure being obsolete 

• The highest density and the best quality of the 
railroad network: Slovak Republic and Hungary

• Current projects being focused on improving 
infrastructure in order to reach higher speeds 
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Waterways and Ports

• 9 sections and branches of the Danube 
international waterway (E 80-08, E80-12, E80-
01, E80-01-02, E80-07, E80-09, E80-16, E-80-
14-01 and E80-14) and the international 
waterway Váh (E 81)

• 38 ports defined by the AGN (33 on the Danube 
and 5 on the river Váh)

• The longest course of the Danube and the 
highest number of ports in Romania

• The role of the Danube waterway being 
underestimated, especially downstream from 
Budapest
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Air Transport

• 5 international airports for passenger and cargo 
transportation (2 in Bucharest), the most 
dynamic being Budapest Ferihegy International 
Airport 

• Regional and local airports undergoing 
transformation (feasibility studies, low-cost 
flights, modernisation, change of purpose)

• Absence of links to and from Belgrade 
International Airport “Nikola Tesla” with other 
DONAUREGIONEN countries
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Multimodal Transportation System and 
Terminals

• According to AGTC there are 27 railway lines, 3 
inland waterways, 1 coastal route, 14 border 
crossing points and 14 terminals and ports of 
importance for international combined transport 

• Multimodal transport being the most developed 
in Hungary and the Slovak Republic

• All countries have programmes to improve 
multimodal infrastructure
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Technical Infrastructure

• Implementation of the EU Green Paper (European 
Strategy for Sustainable, Competitive and Secure 
Energy), Biomass Action Plan (COM (2005) 628), 
Strategy for Biofuels (COM (2006) 34)

• Integration in the European Grid Code
• Upgrading and construction of new gas and oil pipelines, 

liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminals, transit and third 
party access

• “i2010 initiative” (European information Society in 2010)
• Implementation of the Directive on the assessment and 

management of flood risks (DIRECTIVE 2007/60/EC) 
and the Action Plan for Sustainable Flood protection in 
the Danube Basin (adopted by ICPDR)



Bratislava
May 22-23, 2008

General Scheme
Transport and Technical Infrastructure

20

Electric Energy Network and 
Installations

• Energy production relying for the most part on 
thermal, hydro and nuclear power plants (NPPs
do not exist only in Serbia)

• In spite high energy generation, all countries 
import electricity

• Production from RES is still low but is 
developing (hydro potential, biomass…)

• The highest share of RES can be found in the 
Slovak Republic and Hungary
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Gas and Oil Supply and Distribution

• Consumption of natural gas reached significant level
• All countries import natural gas from Russian Federation, 

the production from domestic fields bieng low
• The highest access to a gas network can be found in the 

Slovak Republic and Hungary
• All countries intend to provide full connection of all

settlements to a gas network as well as to provide
reliable and safe gas transportation along with a 
permanent rehabilitation and modernization of gas
installations

• Crude oil is also mainly imported from the Russian
Federation

• Two important oil pipelines pass through the
DONAUREGIONEN area – Druzhba and Adria
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Telecommunication Network

• Access to ICT networks is lower than the EU 
average

• Ordinary telephone lines are still missing in 
some rural and remote areas (Serbia, Romania
and Bulgaria)

• All countries are developing Internet access, 
especially broadband networks, the most 
succesful being Slovakia and Hungary

• Big urban centres, such as capital cities, enjoy a 
more favoruble situation. 



Bratislava
May 22-23, 2008

General Scheme
Transport and Technical Infrastructure

25



Bratislava
May 22-23, 2008

General Scheme
Transport and Technical Infrastructure

26

Water Protection and Management

• International framework: DIRECTIVE 2007/60/EC and 
the Action Programme for Sustainable Flood Protection
in the Danube Basin (adopted in Vienna in December 
2004)

• All countries have flood protection programmes
• Significant share of issued wastewater is being

discharged into the Danube without being previously
mechanically and biologicaly treated

• Important number of settlements in under-developed 
regions have no access to a public sewage and/or 
drinking water system

• The main goal is to improve access to public sewage
and drinking water networks and construct treatment 
plants
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Recommendations

• To improve all transport and technical 
infrastructure networks and installations, 
particularly in the Serbian, Bulgarian and 
Romanian part of the Region

• Special attention should be given to:
� Modernisation of the rail network
� Valorisation of the Danube waterway
� ICT development
� Connection of settlements to a public drinking 

water and sewage networks, as well as 
construction of wastewater treatment plants


